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Jury in CSX Case Sent Angry Message With a $3.4 Billion Stamp
By CAROL MARIE CROPPER

NEW ORLEANS, Sept. 12 - For three
hours on Monday, 12 angry black jurors
argued over how much corporate America
should pay for what they saw as sheer
callousness.

Their focus was a leaky, unattended rail
car that caught fire 10 years ago and
burned for a day and a half in a mostly
black neighborhood here. Two interstate

highways were closed, and people were
evacuated over 200 city blocks in the mid­
dle of the night. The railroad refused to
take responsibility for the fire and initially
declined the mayor's frantic request for
help. It did nothing to help those evacuated,
reasoning that it would be improper be­
cause reSidents were already filing suits
against the company.

But a jury decided 11 to 1 that the
railroad had to be held accountable. After
hearing arguments from one of the nation's
most prominent plaintiffs' lawyers, a man

who hunts alligators in his spare time and
who asked for $4.6 billion in damages, the
jury awarded nearly $3.4 billion - $2.5
billion of that from the railroad owned by
the CSX Corporation.

A lawyer for CSX blamed the award on a
runaway jUry. But in talking to jurors, it
becomes clear they opted for a huge award
to spur change.

"We just wanted to send them a message
that you just can't ignore people," said
McKinley Day, a 58-year-old retired chief
petty officer for the Navy. "We felt if we hit

them a good, big whop, they'll do some­
thing - they'll stop parking those toxic
chemical cars in the residential areas."

About half the jurors suspected racism
had put the tank car in the area in the first
place, Mr. Day said. "I would think it was
racial," said Alvin Parker, a juror and 56­
year-old taxi driver, "because it was a
black neighborhood."

Emotions stirred by that belief pushed
the punitive awards higher, said Mr. Day,
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