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Tobacco-Busting Lawyers
On New Gold-Dusted Trails

By PATRICK E. TYLER

NEW ORLEANS - Whether over chairman of a growing legal enter­
grits and eggs at his f~vorite diner or prise that is mounting a similar as­
before a jury, Wendell H. Gauthier is sault on the gun industry, seeking to
so self~ffacing that he would be the force gun makers to install safety
first to admit the many malaprop- locks on every weapon. Of the. five
isms that pop out of his mouth, like cities that have sued manufacturers
the time he lamented a cattle invest- this winter for their alleged culpabU­
meilt because so many cows died of ity -in the proliferation of handgun
Hamtraks." Or the time he charac- violence, Mr. Gauthier recruited one,
terized another lawyer's argument New Orleans, and serves as a COD­

asjhe height of "epitome." sultant to another, Atlanta A half-
His homespun and see~ingly dozen other major cities are talking

guileless demeanor before Juries, to Mr. Gauthier about joining in.­
which he perfected while teaching , The rise of Mr, Gauthier and his
high school math and science before colleagues as a national legal phe­
he went to night law school at Loyola nomenon is a surprising illustration
here, has made him famous, and
rich, from big jury awards. Recently,
he stood before a mock jury practic­
ing how he would ask for $10 million
to compensate Ii seaman for a ruined _ NEWS SUMMARY
kneecap and bad back from an acci­
dent on the job. The jurors said he
should have asked for $20 million..

But there is nothing guileless
about this up-from-the-country law­
yer with a mischievous Cajun charm
and the Francophone drawl of south­
ern Louisiana In the last five years,
Mr. Gauthier (pronounced goat-
eRAY) has organized the largest- Education .. A16 Weather ~_..__.... A21
ever group of American trial law- ()bj~ 02-23

I yers and led them in a sustained -------------.
, assault on big tobacco for the dam- Ckusi(led Ads _...-- AlB Auto Exchange ........ AlB

age caused by nicotine addictiOll. Updated news: www.riytlmes.com
Though he claims to be- neither the

smartest nor the richest of the law-
yers who have taken on the tobacco 1M DAYS TO GO! 11IE NEW YORK'I'IM&9

MquiDe MiDeoDium Countdown lIpODlIOred today by
industry, he is thf architect and u.s. Truat - ADVT. ( f.<)
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