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just couldn't quit his two-pack-a-day
habit. He would stand in the snow
and sneak a cigarette so his children
wouldn't be affected by the smoke.

He said he hopes the settlement will
require the tobacco companies that
invested money to get him hooked
will have to invest money to find away
to help him and others quit.

"1 don't want to see it happen to
anybody else again," he said.

Several plaintiffs said they hope
education provided by the settle­
ment will educate children so they
will never become smokers.

James Ellis, 58, of Newport Beach,
Calif., now uses a mechanical device
to taIk, said he smoked his last ciga­
rette four years ago on the way to
the hospital to have hi larynx reo
moved. He said he began smoking
at age 17 while in the Marine Corps.

Alt110ugh h considers the settle­
ment a godsend. he said he fears the
tobacco industry will pay for the
massive agreement by getting more
people addicted.

The Castano suit got its first.
breakthrough in March 1996 when
one of the smaller tobacco compa­
nies broke ranks and settled in the
New Orleans-based sujl. The Liggett
Group agreed to pay up to 5 percent
of its pre tax income for the next 25
years to help smokers quit.

But just as the momentum was
building, a federal appeals court de­
certified the national class action as
too unwieldy, a move which forced
the Castano group to file separate
class actions in 17 states.

That number does not include the
separate attack by attomey~ gener­
als in 40 states suing the industry to
recover taxpayer costs for smoking­
related illnesses.

The united effort by t11e Castano
group and the states forced the to­
ba co industry to take the settle­
ment option seriously.

"Piecemeal.i.ng oft11is thing would
never have brought them to tile
table," ~aid New Orleans lawyer
Walter Leger, a member of the
Castano group.
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national office..
On Saturday, Mrs. Castano and

dozen other plaintiffs from around
the nation gathered in New Orleans
to share their personal stodes.

Each began smoking before they
were 18-years-old, some as young as
nine.

Deania Jackson. who is six­
months pregnant. said her last ciga­
rette was last night. 'The tobacco in­
dustry decided to addict us ... this is
something that is long overdue."

Brian Walls, 38, of Drumright.
Okla.. said he has suffered three
heart attacks, has had bypass
surgery and must have a heart trans­
plant to survive. "As long as I'm
smoking 1can't get a herni," he said.

Fear of death led him to join the
class-action suit against the tobacco
jmlustrv, he said.

Walls said he tried the patch, nico­
tine gum. hypno~is, cold turkey. He
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Attorney Wendell Gauthier (left) and Dianne Castano are congratu­
lated at the end of a news conference in New Orleans Saturday.
Castano was one of the first plaintiffs in a class-action lawsuit
against tobacco companies.

manufa turers before. but this one
was different. Earlier lawsuits de­
manded damages for cigarette-relat­
ed injuries or deaths. This one
soughtdamages for the effects of
nicotine addiction, including the cost
ofquitting, along with restrictions on
marketing and regulation of nicotine.

The legal strategy was novel: the
suit contended t11e tobacco compa­
nies were liable because they knew
nicotine was addictive.

And the lav.yers built a war chest
big enough to take on an industry that
had spent millions to defend itself,
and prided itself in never paying out a
dime in any of the 300 suits brought
by smokers. Each of the 65 law finl1s
pitched in between $100,000 and
$150,000 for the legal attack.

The $6.5 million the law finns put
in - which does not include the
time lawy rs and their staffs spent
on the project- set up the Castano
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'I'm real excited about
his. The fact that we've
otten this far - I'm
cstatic.'

NEW ORLEANS Peter
astano, a lifetime smoker, left bt'­
ind awife and tv.'o young daughters
hen he died of lung cancer at age
8. His wife, Dianne. sued the to­
aceo companies in 1994, a move
hat led to a flurry of lawsuits na­
'onwide against the industry.
"After the whole emotional roller

oaster of his death was over, I real­
ed this cannot continue to happen.
here was no way tobacco can con­
lnue to addict children," Mrs.
astano said Saturday,
Mrs. Castano said she endured
ours of humiliating depositions
om tobacco lawyers as pali of the

awsuit. She even answered ques­
ions about the day her husband
ied. She didn't cower ill her quest
attack the tobacco powerhouse: "I

ill never go away."
Four years later, she celebrates a

ittersweet victory. ''I'm real excited
bout this. 1h~ fact that we've got­
en this far - I'm ecstatic.I

'

For Wendell Gauthier, the mas­
nnind behind the legal muscle for

1C attack that helped force the $360
illion agreement, the victory was
specially sweet. Peter Castano was
is best friend.
"It is beyond what we expected,"
authier said. "We kept banging on
ur team for more and more and
10re."
In March 1994. Gauthier and the 64

ther £inns he hacl assembled from
cross the country sued the U.S. to­
acco companies 011 behalf of Mrs.
astano, whose husband died in
993, Mel other smokers nationwide.
The lawyer:-. calling themselves
1e Castano group. answered to
authier as their chairman.
Lawsuits had targeted cigar tte
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