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representing insurers, suggeste.d
dozens of heat detectors were eI­
ther not installed in the area
where the fire allegedly started, or
they weren't tied into the mon­
itoring panel. "A remnant of only
one (detector) was found in that
area," he said.

"How does this magical fire get
past 28 detectors?" Dunn asked
the jury. "Clearly, if they were
there, you would have expected
them to go off."

Plaintiffs contended the first
fire alarm went off that evening
at 7:43 p.m., nearly an hOllr after_I
a Fair Grounds employee testified
she saw smoke in the building at
6:50 p.m. "She saw smoke gush- I

ing out and (heard) no alarm,"
Gauthier said.

In July 1990, the Bryan G.
Krantz family bought 52 percent
of the Fair Grounds interest from
Louis Roussel for $14.7 million,
while assuming a $10 million
mortgage for improvements made
over the previous few years.
Krantz is president and general
manager of the Fair Grounds.

However ADT contended the
fire started elsewhere, either in
the paddock area next ~o the
commissioner's office or m the
attic.

Because of its contract with
the Fair Grounds, ADT claimed,
it did not have to follow National
Fire Protection directives on sys­
tematic testing of detectors, re­
cording the tests, notifyi~~ the
Fire Department upon recelvmg a
fire alarm, and reporting to the
fire department and the Fair
Grounds if the detection system
went off-line.

Rogge Dunn, a Dallas attorney

ire: Alarm firm
is orderedto pay
the Fair Grounds
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bUll d 'd h F'o~J¥}Punts they ha pal t e aIr
Grounds.
- Stakelum said it won't beh~nown how much th~ racet.rack

wlll repay the compames u~tIl re­
~tWed Civil District Judge RICha~d
Garvey enters the judgment m

-PP!i record.
-9il.1Wendell Gauthier, the lead at-
~1t@!'tley who argued much of the
l~f1ae for the 125-year-old race­

track, declined comment.
-13uADT attorney Rob Couhig s~id
he must discuss the outcome wIth

-MS client before commenting,
ladding he probably will ask the
-jAlldge to rule in the security firm's r============------===============-;--,
favor "as a matter oflaw."

--Buring dosin.g_argumenis
uesday, Gauthier urged the j~ry

o give the Fair Grounds and m­
urers $65 million.

"ADT breached its contract to
esign, install, maintain and
onitor the early detection sys­

em " Gauthier told the jury,
rgi~g full payment "to allow the
air Grounds to rebuild right."
The suit also charged ADT

ith violating the state fire mar­
hal's 1990 rules on servicing fire­
etection and aIllrm systems, in­
IlJding National Fire Pr?tect~on

-As.sociation standards dlfectmg
alarm company to test heat

etectors with a heat source.
To test alarms, Gauthier
arged, "They were shont wir­
g," the process of touc.h~ng two
ires together. In addItion, he
.d records showed there were

16 false ADT alarms that
unded in 1993, plus 110 "trou­

Ie spot" signals on the monitor­
g panel.
But Gauthier said no signal

ounded Dec. 17, 1993, from
here the fire was believed to
ave originated, in the space be­

een the ceiling of the racing
mmissioner's office on the first

dtr and the jockey's quarters
ove.


